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Mission Statement
From a historical perspective, communities are formed around water bodies in the early days of settling Canada due to the necessity of shipping and transport. This can be seen quite evidently in maritime Canada, specifically Fredericton, New Brunswick. Seasonally, Fredericton experiences flooding to varying degrees as a function of snow and ice melt and precipitation. This is generally seen in the early spring during the months of April and May. While Fredericton and area residents may come to expect these conditions, it is of immense importance to be prepared for it. It is also essential to create systems to monitor the event as it unfolds in real time, in order to best plan mitigation procedures such as closing roads or evacuating areas of concern. That process however, cannot solely rest on the shoulders of municipal and emergency authorities. It is something that we as a community must all take on. With accessible mobile geospatial tools, the community becomes involved in monitoring efforts, by virtue of wherever they happen to be when water levels are rising. Therein providing the empirical information from a multitude of locations. This information is key to build a larger picture of the situation as it progresses, and ultimately the planning to manage it.  
Currently in place is New Brunswick River Watch, a provincial initiative that provides forecasting and updates to the public during flood events. However – it is not always possible for municipal and monitoring staff to be everywhere at once, or at the particular time needed to identify key indicators of a progressing flood event. A centralized crowd sourced mobile app structured to gather the information required quickly and easily would greatly assist that initiative.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]To the purpose of the application, the 1000words web mapping application for Fredericton would allow for the collective dissemination of user input reports on various flood conditions as they progress, as well as real time water level statistics directly from provincial gauges. This would directly support provincial, municipal and community efforts in the mitigation of the flood. Moreover, the future use of the data collected will serve as highly valuable in future urban planning initiatives. Disaster management is no longer strictly the purview of official authorities, but a collective issue that the entire community can support. Many hands make light work, after all.  
