Mission Statement 
Having a healthy life is a fundamental aspiration for every person, and equitable physical access to healthcare is central to achieving it. With the adoption of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals in 2015, Canada is working to ensure its people have well-maintained physical access to healthcare whenever and wherever it's needed. Of these interconnected SDGs, SDGs 3 (Good Health and Well-being), SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure), and SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities) collectively contribute to physical access to healthcare in cities1. Despite promising efforts to improve healthcare access in Canadian cities, significant barriers remain2. Particularly for adults aged 65 and older. The structure and performance of both public and private transportation networks directly shape older adults’ ability to access hospitals and healthcare facilities safely and efficiently.
In Toronto, the aging population is growing rapidly. According to the 2021 Census, approximately 477,000 residents are aged 65 and older. By 2041, this number is projected to exceed 719,000; an increase of more than 50 percent, with the sharpest growth among those aged 75 and older3. Many older adults live with chronic conditions such as hypertension, diabetes, and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, increasing their need for timely access to hospital services4. The app CareReach Toronto was developed to respond to this urgent demographic and infrastructural shift. The platform enables users to visualize the nearest available hospital bed and accessibility via sustainable transportation options, such as public transit and automobile travel. By integrating health infrastructure data with transportation accessibility metrics, CareReach Toronto empowers older adults to make informed decisions about access to healthcare during emergencies and for routine care.
Beyond individual users, CareReach Toronto generates actionable insights for urban and transportation planners. The platform provides neighborhood-level accessibility scores, hospital bed-to-population ratios, and identifies 15-minute transit deserts across the city. It also reveals how access to sustainable transportation intersects with the age structure of census tracts, highlighting areas where vulnerable populations face disproportionate barriers. By interconnecting aging populations with sustainable transportation planning, CareReach Toronto advances equity-centered urban transport design and supports data-driven strategies that prioritize older and vulnerable communities, ensuring sustainable transport for everyone!
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