Statement of Characteristics 
This application is designed to evaluate and communicate healthcare accessibility through a sustainable transportation lens, with a particular focus on equity and demographic vulnerability within Toronto. The platform enables users to visualize their nearest hospital bed using public transit and directly compare this with automobile-based accessibility. By integrating travel-time analysis with hospital bed capacity data, the application allows users to identify their closest accessible hospital by transit, assess accessibility scores at the neighbourhood and census tract levels, and examine bed-to-population ratios associated with the nearest hospital. In doing so, the tool supports both individual understanding and system-level evaluation of healthcare access.
For planners and decision-makers, the application functions as a spatial diagnostic instrument by identifying 15-minute public transit “deserts,” or areas where residents cannot reasonably reach a hospital bed within a defined travel threshold. This provides a clear evidence base for sustainable transportation planning and healthcare infrastructure assessment. A defining characteristic of the platform is its integration of demographic equity analysis, particularly the relationship between sustainable transport accessibility and the age structure of census tracts. Given that senior citizens are less likely to be able to rely on private vehicles, public transit accessibility becomes a critical determinant of healthcare access. By revealing disparities between older and younger tracts, the application facilitates equity-based transport and healthcare planning, enabling more vulnerable populations to be prioritized in policy development and infrastructure investment decisions.






