Statement of Characteristics
Highway_EA is an app designed to objectively present information that would otherwise be presented in long and technical documents. The app focuses specifically on the Environmental Assessment (EA) for large transportation infrastructure in Southern Ontario, with an emphasis on the proposed Highway 413. Making information communicated in an EA accessible is key in ensuring sustainable projects in Southern Ontario. The app accomplishes this goal in the following ways:
(1) The app presents a storymap of Highway Impacts, outlining the drawbacks in long-term sustainability and ecosystem diversity despite the need and benefits of such projects. Highway 413 is outlined, giving users the history, purpose and details about the project. This learn page is intended to give background and context to an unfamiliar user.
(2) The key component of the app is the Visual Assessment. This map allows users to view the key areas of impact around the project along with relevant statistics, summaries and information. The map outlines the three key impact categories assessed for in the EIA: Natural Environment, Social and Economic Development, and Cultural Environment.
(3) Highway_EA also allows the user flexibility to try out alternative transportation routes themselves with the Sketcher tool, where they can draw a highway or larger footprint and see roughly how much impact it might have.
(4) The app is concluded with a page called Action Hub. The purpose of this page is to provide users with actionable ways to advocate for and bring their concerns to the relevant channels; both governmental and through conservation authorities. 


